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the raids of the Wendish pirates. Henry the Lion, who was
practically viceroy of North Germany, came to Waldemar's
aid and established a semi-protectorate over the Danish
king; in Henry's final victory over the Wends Waldemar
took an active part. But the bond was irksome, and Walde-
mar was anxious to escape from it, and even dared to risk
the hazard of open conflict. In 1171, however, he had to
come to terms, and the association was made closer by the
marriage of his son Canute with Henry's daughter Gertrude.
Ten years later the fall of Henry the Lion gave Waldemar his
opportunity. He joined forces with the Emperor, and it was
the Danish fleet that dealt the coup de grace by the capture of The end °*
Lubeck. He had allied with his official against his unofficial
suzerain, but the days of Danish dependency were over. He
died in 1182, the year of Henry's exile, and his son Canute
VI refused the demand of Frederick Barbarossa that he
should do him homage, and was able to make good his defiance
of the Emperor.
There now began a period of prosperity for the Danish Canute VI
kingdom, marked by the consolidation of the dynasty, strong Archbishop
government, and external expansion. Though the kingship Absaloa
had remained in one family, in theory it was still elective;
there was no rule of primogeniture, and hence the frequent
disputes over the succession. Waldemar, imitating conti-
nental practice, had obtained the election of his son during
his own lifetime, and Canute had no difficulty in acquiring
general recognition after his father's death. The Church,
led by the warrior-statesman Absalon, gave great assistance
to Waldemar and Canute in the preservation of internal order.
The archbishops of Lund had from the beginning taken a
leading part in affairs ; archbishop Eskil was prominent
during the civil wars that preceded Waldemar's accession.
Waldemar himself had been supported by Absalon, who
succeeded Eskil as archbishop in 1177. With Waldemar,
and afterwards with Canute, his co-operation was complete.
His warlike enterprises helped to crush the Wendish pirates ;
the kings lent him their aid to enforce clerical celibacy
and the payment of tithes. Absalon was the spokesman
when the claim of Barbarossa to overlordship was repudiated,
and it was he that led the expedition against the Pomeranian
Slavs which brought them into subjection to Denmark in

